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Introduction

Dr. Kevin Weiss welcomed participants to the call and reviewed the call’s agenda – to revise and discuss the Cost of Care Discussion paper and to discuss the development of a priority set from the cost of care conditions list.  
Kevin also gave a brief overview of other national work in the realm of cost of care that he is participating in.  The joint AQA-HQA Quality Alliance Steering Committee has started a new workgroup called the Efficiency Core Workgroup, which Kevin is co-chairing.  That group is meeting via conference call to facilitate the implementation of efficiency measures in the market.  The National Quality Forum has also begun a new Efficiency Workgroup that will be working closely with the AQA-developed concepts.  Kevin is co-chairing that workgroup, as well.  This group will meet in-person on January 23rd.  He also mentioned that MedPAC is continuing their work on episode grouper analysis.
Discussion of the Prioritized List of Conditions 
Kevin Weiss asked the group to consider the list of conditions for discussion first.  He would like to prioritize the list to a few conditions that can be used for measurement now.  He mentioned that with the other national activities that are ongoing, there may be an opportunity to have some of the work in AQA funded.
Discussion:

· One participant questioned why it was easier to do a small list, rather than submitting the full twenty to a measure developer and having the developer work on all.  It would seem logical that there would be a natural attrition of conditions. 
· Another member commented that a set of prioritized conditions would be a good idea, however implementation rules should be left to the AQA Cost of Care Workgroup and not to the measure developers. 

· There was general agreement that measures that have existing quality metrics should be given the highest priority.

Next Steps 

The list of conditions with quality metrics will be distributed to the group to vote for a total of five conditions. A cost of care call will be scheduled in the new few weeks.

