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Introduction

Dr. Kevin Weiss welcomed participants to the call and reviewed the agenda – to discuss the hematology measures and to review an update from the Cost of Care Workgroup.  Kevin also provided an update on a discussion from the last call on specialty assignment of measures.  The AQA Steering Committee will discuss this issue on their call next week. Kevin will report back to the group on the January 16th call.
Discussion of Hematology Measures  
· The review of these measures by the AQA is contingent on PCPI approval and submission to NQF. 

· There was a general comment as to how the exclusions are defined.  As this is a frequent comment, the group is considering convening a small workgroup to discuss this issue further.  NQF is also looking into this issue; Kevin will work with Janet Corrigan to see how AQA can join this discussion.
Myelodysplastic Syndrome (MDS) and Acute Leukemias

Measure #1 –Baseline cytogenetic testing performed on bone marrow

· There is no literature available addressing the opportunity for improvement.  It was noted that when the results of this baseline test are not documented it would lead to a repeat assessment which is a painful procedure for the patient. 

· This test is seen as a standard of care; to diagnose and to direct appropriate care this test should be performed in all cases.  

· To asses if the baseline test was done there is a lab code; PCPI is also working on specific CPT codes. 
Myelodysplastic Syndrome (MDS)

Measure #2 – Documentation of iron stores in patients receiving erythropoietin therapy

· This measure would improve documentation of iron stores prior to erythropoietin therapy.  The assessment of the gap in care was a consensus assessment.
· Again, the system-only exclusion for this measure is confusing.

· Erythropoietin is the largest drug expenditure paid for by Medicare.  It is very expensive.  This measure will improve the appropriate utilization of this drug. 

· The number of patients affected by this measure would be 50-100k people with the main symptom is anemia.
· Health plans noted that the therapy is only effective if patients are in remission.  They can look into acute leukemia diagnoses to see if the therapy is being appropriately used. 

Multiple Myeloma (MM)

Measure #3 – Treatment with bisphosphonates

· Bisphosphonates decrease in bone lesions and pathologic fractures.
· A hematologist might see 20-50 patients per year who need this therapy.

Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia (CLL)

Measure #4 –Baseline flow cytometry

· This measure is designed to make sure hematologists are labeling patients with CLL without the confirming the diagnosis. 
· There was some confusion as to why the numerator doesn’t say “confirmed CLL.”  

Measure Vote: 

· The measures were approved for review by the full AQA at the January 22nd meeting. 
· Abstentions: one. 
Update from Cost of Care Workgroup 
The Cost of Care Workgroup is working to prioritize a short list of measures to expedite development of cost of care measures.  The workgroup is also finalizing a discussion document that outlines objectives of cost of care measurement.  Both documents will be reviewed by the AQA Performance Measurement Workgroup prior to the January 22nd AQA meeting. 

Other Issues for Performance Measurement Work in 2007

Kevin reviewed some topics that he would like the Performance Measurement Workgroup to consider in 2007:

· Special populations – end of life, scio-econo, income;
· Implementation issues – sample size, any ideas, key issues, 
· Level of reporting; individual vs. physician group.
Next AQA Performance Measurement Call
Tuesday, January 16, 2007 -- 1:30pm - 3:00pm EST

