AQA Special Topics Conference Call 

Thursday, January 4, 2007
Participants

Bruce Bagley, AAFP, chair 
Paul Kaye, NAChC

Joe Allen, ACC

Michael Barr, ACP

Michael Bettmann, ACR

Christopher Bever, AAN

Carmella Bocchino, Rebecca Hayes, Christina Dabkowski, AHIP

Al Bothe, AAMC

John Bott, EHCAC

Joel Brill, AGA

Jodi Chappell, AOA

Sarah Crabill, AAPM&R

Chuck Cutler, Aetna 
Chris Dezii, Bristol Meyers
Steven Eisenberg, United

Shelly Fichtner, PHRMA 
Angela Franklin, ACEP
Lea Gardner, ACP

Kathleen Goff, AOA

Mark Gordon, ACR

Robert Greene, RIPA

Rachel Groman, AANS

Joel Harder, Heart Rhythm Society

Robert Harralson, AAOS
David Hopkins, PBGH

Robin Hudson, AUA

Christine Izui, 
BCBSA
Stacy Jones, AAO-HNS

Erin Kaleba, AMA

Paul Kaye, NACHC

Kathryn Keysor, ACR

Judy McKenizie, ACR

Beth Kosiak, AUA

Julie Lewis, ACS

Sandra Zelman Lewis, ACCP 

Flora Lum, AAO

Courtney Magiullis, ACS

Carol Magoffin, NMHF
Sharon McGill, AOA

Kristin McNiff, ASCO

Michael Mustille, KP 
Frank Opelka, ACS

Jennifer Padberg, IDSA

Sandra Peters, 
AAD

Robert Plovnick, APA

Robert Pyatt, 
ACR

Michael Rapp, CMS

Mark Rattray, 
AHIP

Debbie Robin, AGA 

Ted Rooney, MHMC

Jeremiah Schuur, ACEP

David Scrase, Presbyterian

Faye Shamanski, CAP

Cynthia Shewan, STS

Thomas Sibert, AAMC

Madeleine Smith, AdvaMed

Matt Stiefel, KP
Sarah Tonn, AAN

Howard Underwood, Delloite

Tom Valuck, CMS 
Michael Warner, PHRMA 
Richard Weiss, Maximus

Janet Wright, ACC

Paul Zurlo, WellPoint
Introduction
Dr. Bruce Bagley welcomed participants to the call and reviewed the call’s agenda – to discuss the appropriateness measures principles and the test measure document.

Discussion of Revised AQA Principles for Appropriateness Measures Document

The following comments were made to revise the document: 

· Where the document refers to providing treatment/ procedure, diagnostic tests should also be added. 

· Principles 3 & 4 should be revised for clarity.

· Principle 8 should be revised to emphasize evidence-based measures with the caveat that expert consensus can be used if there is a compelling reason to do so. 

· Principle 9 should be revised to include review of measures for new clinical evidence. 

· Principle 10 should be revised to include a note on the use of experimental treatments by physicians.

Discussion of the Test Measure Designation
· Dr. Bagley reintroduced this topic on the call and reviewed the previous discussion.  It was noted that the test measure designation document was developed because there are measures in the marketplace that have not been tested.  It was agreed that the group will continue to discuss the usefulness of such a designation.
Discussion of NQF Ambulatory Care Steering Committee 
· Dr. Bagley reported on some of the actions of the NQF Ambulatory Care Steering Committee.  Some of the measures that have been approved by the AQA were referred back to the AMA PCPI for further work.  
Next Steps

The next AQA Performance Measurement Workgroup Conference Call is scheduled for January 5, 2007 from 3:00-4:00 PM EST.

