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Introduction

Frank Opelka welcomed participants to the call and reviewed the agenda – to discuss the AQA Principles of Efficiency and draft implementation rules, review other cost of care activities, review the August 10th meeting with specialties, and discuss an establishment of a measure evaluation process. 
Review of the AQA Principles of Efficiency and Draft Implementation Rules

Members discussed the value of reporting efficiency and quality measures together.  It was suggested that a principle be added to the document to say, “Wherever possible, cost of care measures should be reported alongside quality measures.”  Members were not supportive of creating composite measures that included both cost and quality components.  It was agreed by those on the call that efficiency measurement is beyond the industry’s capabilities at this point, but AQA reserves the right to explore in the future.  The Cost of Care Workgroup is currently exploring ways to utilize episode groupers.  AQA is currently working to set up several educational sessions with vendors to teach AQA members about episode groupers.  
The group also reviewed the draft NCQA implementation rules for cost of care measures.  Members are encouraged to forward questions and comments regarding the rules to the Cost of Care Workgroup for clarification.  The Workgroup is currently prioritizing a starter set of conditions (via a modified Delphi process) to test the implementation rules with the various episode groupers. 
Review of August 10th AQA Meeting with Specialty Organizations

Frank Opelka discussed the purpose of the meeting – to give specialties and other stakeholders the opportunity to discuss the status of measure development at the specialty organization level.  Frank related that attendees generally thought of the meeting as helpful.  It was noted that there was some lapses in how the meeting announcement was communicated.  In the future, meeting announcements will be made with more clarity and transparency.

Surgery/Procedure Workgroup Approval Process

Frank Opelka introduced a concept of an AQA approval/ review process for measures in the absence of NQF endorsement that would look at a measure’s validity and reliability.  Members felt that the AQA process could influence the NQF process if we endorse a measure prior to NQF action. 
Next Steps

The next call is scheduled for Thursday, September 7, 2006 4:00-5:30pm EDT. 
� Please note that to better organize this summary; some of the comments have been taken out of chronological order. 





