Summary
 of the AQA Acute/ Chronic Care Call on
September 18, 2006
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Carmella Bocchino, Rebecca Hayes, Christina Dabkowski, AHIP

Heidi Bosley, AMA

Angela Franklin, ACEP

Stacie Jones, AAO

Erin Kaleba, AMA

Flora Lum, AAO

Amy Miller, ACR

Debbie Patterson, BCBSA

Catherine Russell, ASU
Madeleine Smith, AdvaMed

Beth Tapper, AMA

Paul Zurlo, WellPoint

Introduction

Bruce Bagley welcomed participants to the call and reviewed the agenda – to discuss the AMA measures out for public comment and to announce the episode grouper training sessions.  
Discussion of AMA PCPI Measures

Erin Kaleba introduced the measures and the public comment period for the GERD, geriatrics, and emergency medicine measure sets. Comments will be collected via NCQA until September 29th. 

Joel Brill discussed the GERD measures.  There were some concerns about the measures that have vocalized including subjective chart review and appropriately attributing measures to the physician.   CPT II codes are being assigned so that the measures can be collected administratively. 
The geriatrics measures are based on the Assessing Care of Vulnerable Elders (ACOVE) measures.  It was noted the there is a lot of good evidence behind the measures.  
The emergency care measures are largely based on hospital measures from JCAHO and CMS.  It was noted the emergency physicians wanted to have a starter set in a short time period.  A more robust measurement set is under development . 
Grouper Training Sessions
Six episode grouper training sessions have been scheduled to give physicians an opportunity to learn more about cost of care measurement.  The call information and access to the WebEx sessions are located on the AQA website, under “Meetings.”

Next Steps 

The following calls have been scheduled prior to the AQA full meeting in October:
· Performance Measurement Workgroup, September 20th  2:30-4:00 PM

· Discussion of Appropriateness Criteria Conference Call, September 25th 3:00-4:00 PM

· Individual v Physician Group Measurement Conference Call, October 3rd, 12:00-1:00

· Performance Measurement Workgroup, October 11th 2:30-4:00 PM 

� Please note that to better organize this summary; some of the comments have been taken out of chronological order. 





