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Introduction

Kevin Weiss introduced participants to the call and reviewed the agenda - to discuss a “test measure” designation, review and endorse new quality measures for dermatology and rheumatology, and review and endorse the cost of care candidate list of conditions.
Discussion of “Approved, Test Measure” Designation

The test measure designation document was drafted by the Surgery/ Procedures Workgroup for consideration by the Performance Measurement Workgroup.  Some members felt that before the test designation could be approved, there needed to be more work conducted that would define testing and develop testing criteria and/ or principles. Other members pointed out that the NQF was conducting a similar project that would define provisional measures and thought it would be more prudent to wait for that process to be completed, rather than put forth a competing document.  
After thoughtful discussion, the document was tabled.  As two surgical groups had asked that their measures be considered as test measures as opposed to fully AQA-approved measures, the discussion on the ophthalmology and American College of Surgery measures were also tabled. 
Review New Quality Measures for: 

American Academy of Dermatology - Melanoma Measures
The three melanoma measures were approved for consideration by the full AQA on October 24th.  NQF will abstain from all measure voting.
American College of Rheumatology
The American College of Rheumatology nominated the measures with the exception of measure #1: Post-Fracture – Communication with the Physician Managing On-going Care Post Fracture, which is more suited to the orthopaedic surgeon.  There was one “no” vote from Aetna and the following organizations abstained: AAMC, NQF, PBGH, Independence Blue Cross, and Humana.  The measures were approved for consideration by the full AQA on October 24th.

Discussion on the Candidate List of Conditions for Cost of Care Measurement 
Kevin Weiss reviewed the process for developing the candidate list, including an in-person meeting in Chicago and three rounds of Delphi questionnaires.  One member felt that the list should be shorter and should eliminate any condition that did not have existing quality measures.  Another member held the opposing view and thought that having measures without corresponding quality measures would drive the market to developing quality measures.  

The following organizations did not support the list: MGMA, RIPA, AdvaMed, NCQA, and AAOS.  The following organizations abstained from voting: NQF, ACR, Health Dialog, NAHC, and AGA.  The measures were approved for consideration by the full AQA on October 24th.
Next Steps 

Several items that were included on the agenda were not covered on this call.  An additional conference call was scheduled for October 18, 2006. 
� Please note that to better organize this summary; some of the comments have been taken out of chronological order. 





