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Introduction

Frank Opelka welcomed participants to the call and reviewed the agenda – to discuss the latest work from the Cost of Care Workgroup and to discuss surgery measures that have not yet been endorsed by NQF. 
Update from Cost of Care Workgroup

Kevin Weiss reviewed the latest activities of the Cost of Care Workgroup – to develop a parsimonious candidate list of conditions for cost of care measurement.  The list is currently undergoing voting via a modified Delphi process.  There will be three rounds of Delphi to come to the candidate list. 

Members asked questions about implementation of cost of care measures.  Kevin explained that the candidate list was the first step and the next phase would be to develop implementation rules.  

Discussion of AQA Surgery/Procedure measures that have not been endorsed as yet by the NQF process

Frank Opelka opened the discussion on how to handle measures that are not NQF-endorsed.  He suggested that having a standardized process to deal with these measures would be helpful.  Generally, members thought that some principles could be helpful; Frank offered to draft a document that could be circulated to the group on the next conference call.
Next Steps

The next call is scheduled for September 29th at 5:00 PM. 
� Please note that to better organize this summary; some of the comments have been taken out of chronological order. 





