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Introductions

Frank Opelka welcomed participants to the call and reviewed the agenda- to review the mission and principles document, to discuss approving measures in the absence of NQF, to discuss quality measurement ranking, discuss recent work on cost of care measures, and discuss the perioperative measures’ status at the AMA Consortium.

Review of Mission and Principles Document
Frank Opelka opened the discussion on revisions that were made to the Surgery/ Procedures Mission and Principles documents at the AQA meeting.  The Workgroup approved the change in bullet number three.  It will now read, “Procedures and their related outcomes occur across a period of time as part of an episode of illness/ care.  Measures developed may occur within the continuum of care, from making the decisions to perform the procedure through the reasonable period of time for associated complications.”
Discussion on Quality Measure’s Ability to Improve Care
Frank Opelka introduced this topic to discuss the varying ability of some quality measures to improve care.  Some physician groups have registries and measures sets that include outcomes measures.  Other measure sets being promoted by specialties are more basic and include mostly process measures.  The group noted that there is a dichotomy between specialties which have a longer history of performance measurement and those that are less familiar with measure development.

Cost of Care Measure Development
The group discussed the preliminary work of the Cost of Care Workgroup, which will be working to develop a candidate cost of care conditions list.  The group would like the draft implementation rules that NCQA is developing to be circulated. 
Surgery and Procedure Measures in AMA Physicians' Consortium: Update and Next Steps 

In addition to the perioperative measures, the AMA Physician’s Consortium is also working on other surgical measurement topics which will be introduced this Fall.

Next Steps

The next call of the Surgery/ Procedures Workgroup is scheduled for August 15, 2006 4:00-5:30 EDT

� Please note that to better organize this summary; some of the comments have been taken out of chronological order. 





