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Introductions

Kevin Weiss served as chair for the call in Dr. Frank Opelka’s absence.  Kevin welcomed participants to the call and reviewed the agenda - to discuss the test measure document and review the measurement sets for ophthalmology and surgery. 

Test Measure Distinction for AQA Approval

Kevin Weiss introduced the document and described its purpose – to distinguish between measures that have had implementation testing and those that have not.  This test measure designation would allow for one year of measure collection prior to public reporting of the measure.  

Several changes were made to the document:

· The opening paragraph was changed to read:  Information from test measures will not be publicly reported, but be used for quality improvement with physicians and can be used in provider contracts.  If physicians report to the health plan on the measure during the test year, the health plans will share the results of this testing with the AQA.

· The last bullet was altered to read: 
· If an AQA Approved, Test Measure is rejected by the NQF, it must be re-assessed by the sponsoring Workgroup and the AQA within three months.

The document was unanimously approved for referral to the AQA Performance Measurement Workgroup.  There were two abstentions: AGA and AACP.

Discussion of Eye Care Measures from the American Academy of Ophthalmology 

Heidi Bosley and Priscilla Arnold led the discussion.  At the present time two of the measures ( Measure #2 – Documentation of Target Intraocular Pressure Range Goal and 
Measure #3 – Plan of Care for Target Intraocular Pressure Range Goal) are still under discussion by the AMA workgroup.  The AAO requested that the measures be considered as “AQA approved, test measure.”  The Workgroup voted unanimously to approve the measures, excluding measures 2 and 3.  ACCP was the only abstention. 

Discussion of the Perioperative Measures from the American College of Surgeons 

Mark Antman provided an introduction and background to the measures.  Measures 1 and 2 (Timing of Prophylactic Antibiotics – Ordering Physician and Timing of Prophylactic Antibiotics – Administering Physician) were excluded from the vote because of an issue with language pertaining to oral agents.  The Workgroup voted to unanimously approve measures 3-6 as “test measures” for a starter set for surgery.  The excluded measures will be considered on the next Performance Measurement Workgroup call. 
Next Steps

There are no further calls scheduled prior to the October 24th AQA in-person meeting.

� Please note that to better organize this summary; some of the comments have been taken out of chronological order. 





